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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the Internationa! Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of QZ sheets. 

□ it is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in the report 



1. Baals of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

r~j the international search was carried out on the basts of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
L - 1 Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

contained in the international application in written form. 
Q filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
[ j fu rnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
Q furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

r~] the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
1 — 1 international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ the statement that the information recorded In computer readable form is identical to the written sequence fisting has been 
furnished 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. [X] Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

|X) the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

j | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

fXl the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

H the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b) by this Au^ority as itappea^ rn Box 111. The ar^nt may. 
U within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to thts Authority. 

6 The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2Ab 

[X] as suggested by the applicant □ None of the figures. 

Q because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

j ] because this figure better characterizes the invention- 
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page 5, line 25 -page 8, line 21 

DAK A ET AL: "A DYNAMIC POLICY OF SEGMENT 

REPLICATION FOR LOAD-BALANCING IN 

VIDEO-ON-DEMAND SERVERS" 

MULTIMEDIA SYSTEMS, SPRINGER VERLAG, DE, 

vol. 3, no. 3, July 1995 (1995-07), pages 

93-103, XPG00865922 

ISSN: 8942-4962 
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-/- 
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49-53 
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A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
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■£- earlier document but published on or after the international 
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"L* document which may throw doubts on priority ctaim(s)or 
which Is cited to establish the publication date of another 
(Ration or other special reason (as specified) 
-0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international fifing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and net In confSct wtth the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X* oocumerrl of particular relevance,' the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the cocumant "rs taken atone 

"Y" document ol particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the ait 

document member ol the same patent family 
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Category 0 


Citation of document, with indication, wtiere appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to daim No. 
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PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 1999, no. 08, 

38 June 1999 (1999-86-38) 

& JP 11 968770 A (NEC CORP), 

9 March 1999 (1999-83-69) 

abstract 




1-17, 

38-47, 

49-53 
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US 5 819 381 A (MCQUARRIE ELIZABETH M ET 
AL) 6 October 1998 (1998-18-06) 
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Box i Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (C ontinuation of item 1 of first sheet) 
This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a> for the following reasons: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2 ScaSe they relate to parts of the imematonal Application tr^ 

an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3 I— ' because are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found muftipte inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



1 I — I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers ail 
< — I searchable claims. 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3 I — I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' LJ covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 IT! Mo required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
' L * J restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims: it is covered by claims Nos.: 

1-17, 28-37, 38-47, 49-53 

Remarfc on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

j | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-17,49-53,28-37,38-47 

Independent claim 1 relates to a method for distributing 
electronic books to subscribers that comprises the steps of 
: determining a queue location for an ordered electronic 
book, placing first sections of electronic books in a first 
queue and placing second sections of electronic books in 
second queues. 

Independent claim 38 relates to the same subject-matter as 
that of independent claim 1 in combination with dependent 
claim 2 differing only in that the method is claimed to be 
suitable for communicating between an electronic book 
distribution centre and an electroinic viewer. 

Independent claim 28 related to a method of distributing 
electronic books wherein a second section of a requested 
electronic book is retrieved and provided. 



2. Claims: 18-27 

Independent claim 18 relates to a method for delivering 
electronic books comprising the steps of: locating a 
requested main section of an electronic book and providing 
the located main section of the electronic book. 



3. Claim : 48 

Independent claim 48 relates to a method of displaying 
information to subscribers in an electronic book delivery 
system wherein first sections of electronic books are sent 
to electronic book readers, requests are received for second 
sections of electronic books corresponding to one or more of 
the sent first sections and second sections are sent to 
readers requesting the second sections. 



4. Claims: 54-68 

Independent method claim 54 relates to a method of 
prioritizing distribution of electronic books wherein 
electronic books are place in one of a plurality of queues, 
each queue being emptied according to a priority model. 



5. Claims: 61-71 

Independent method claim 61 relates to a method of providing 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



a virtual electronic book on demand service wherein first 
and second sections of selected electronic books are 
provided to subscribers of a service. 
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